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Transfer Policy 

Portland Bible College will accept transfer credits for courses within the general boundaries of its programs. 

The course must be directly related to a specific class in our curriculum, or compatible with the general subject 

matter of PBC programs.  The following guidelines will serve to amplify this: 

1. Transfer credits will be granted only when the Registrar’s Office receives an official transcript from the 

other school. Unofficial transcripts will not be accepted. 

2. Credits may be transferred from other institutions on a course-by-course basis. 

3. PBC will accept up to 50% of transfer credits toward a degree. (32/64 credits must be completed at PBC to 

receive a PBC Associate’s Degree and 64/128 credits must be completed at PBC to receive a PBC Bachelor’s 

Degree.) 

4. PBC will accept credit for courses in which a student attained a “C-” or better grade. Appeals will only be 

accepted from international students, whose grading systems differ from the United States.   

5. PBC operates on a semester hour system. Courses transferred in from schools that operate on a Quarter 

hour system will be transposed to semester hours using a 3/2 ratio. 

6. PBC will only accept courses that are above a 100 level (courses designated ENG 90, MAT 95, etc. will not 

be transfer in). 

7. PBC will not accept AP course credit (credit usually granted by high schools). 

8. When evaluating transcripts for the transferability of course credit, Portland Bible College will first 

consider courses from the student’s previous transcripts to fulfill PBC degree requirements. Once 

transcripts have been assessed for fulfilling degree requirements, remaining courses will be evaluated for 

fulfilling elective requirements in PBC degrees.  

9. When transferring in courses to fulfill a  PBC degree requirements: 

a. If a PBC course is worth more credits than its transfer course then only the credits earned at the other 

institution will be granted. It would be the school’s prerogative as to whether the student would be 

required to receive more instruction in that subject area. 

b. If a PBC course is worth fewer credits than its corresponding course then only the amount of credits 

allowed by PBC for that subject area will be transferable. 

10. When transferring in courses to fulfill a PBC degree elective, the total number of credits transferred in will 

be limited by the PBC maximum elective policy (see chart under “Transferability of Elective Courses”). 

11. If Practicum/Apprenticeship credit is given by a school for ministry experience and indicated on a 

transcript, PBC will accept credit for that transfer (within the limits of the policies listed above).  

12. Courses transferred in will be indicated in Populi, student information system, in the student’s degree 

audit. Students will receive notice by email when that information is available for them to view in their 

student record. 
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Transferability of Elective Courses 

Disciplines and Subjects that WILL be considered for transfer for Elective credit are:  
 

 
 

Disciplines and Subjects that WILL NOT transfer for either Required or Elective credits:  

• Natural sciences (biology, chemistry, physics, etc.) 

• Formal sciences (mathematics, statistics, computer, etc.) 

• Architecture, Engineering, etc. 

• Agriculture, Environmental studies, etc. 

• Literature, Languages 

• Some Social Sciences (geography, archaeology, etc.) 

• Some Performing Arts 

7.  Business, Law Electives

Will transfer 0 credits  for Associates / 
6 credits for Bachelors

May transfer with some content analysis

6.  Health, PE Electives

Will transfer 2 credits for Associates /
4 credits for Bachelors

Likely to transfer with some content 
analysis

5.  English, Writing, Communication, Education Electives

Will transfer 2 credits for  Associates / 
4 credits for Bachelors

Likely to transfer with some content 
analysis

4.  Sociology, Psychology Electives

Will transfer 3 credits  for Associates /
6 credits for Bachelors

May transfer with moderate content 
analysis

3.  History, Religion, Philosophy, Government, Political Electives

Will transfer 6 credits  for Associates / 
12 credits for Bachelors

May transfer with moderate content 
analysis

2. Biblical Languages, Music  Electives

Will transfer 4 credits for Associates / 
12 credits  for Bachelors

Likely to transfer with some content 
analysis

1.  Biblical Studies , Systematic  Theology and Practical Theology Electives

Will transfer up to the maximum 
number of elective credits

Highly likely to transfer with some 
content analysis
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Examples of Course Transfer Likelihood 
 

Level Examples of Courses Likely to Transfer Examples of Courses Less Likely to Transfer 

1 � Bible Survey 

� Pastoral Epistles 

� Old Testament Theology 

� Ecclesiology & Eschatology 

� Christian Apologetics 

� Bible Study Techniques 

� Pastoral Care 

� Courses on non-canonical literature 

� Islamic Spirituality 

� Buddhist Theology 

� Courses focusing on fringe segments of 

Christianity 

� Courses focusing on theology drastically 

opposed to our beliefs 

2 � Biblical Hebrew 

� Koine Greek 

� Introduction to Music Theory 

� Guitar Lessons 

 

� Opera Appreciation 

� Jazz History 

� Rock History 

 

3 � Ancient Greek Civilization 

� Survey of World Religions 

� Introduction to Philosophy 

� Christian Philosophy 

� American Government 

� International Politics 

 

� Religion courses with a narrow focus on a 

specific non-Christian religion 

� Introduction to Hinduism 

� Philosophy courses with a narrow focus on 

secular philosophy 

� The Philosophy of Nietzsche 

 

4 � Introduction to Psychology 

� History of Psychology 

� Christian Counseling 

� Human Development 

� Introduction to Sociology 

� Courses with too narrow a focus or which 

directly oppose our beliefs 

� Behavior Therapy 

� Abnormal Psychology 

� Environmental Sociology 

 

5 � College Writing 

� Creative Writing 

� Persuasive Speech 

� Introduction to Pedagogy 

 

� Courses with too narrow a focus 

� Magazine Writing and Editing 

� Advertising 

� Dance Pedagogy 

6 � Introduction to Human Health 

� Introduction to Nutrition 

� Physical Education 

� Any course not focusing on basic human 

health and hygiene 

� Any course not requiring monitored physical 

exercise 

7 � Accounting Courses 

� Marketing Courses 

� Constitutional Law 

 

� Math Courses (Algebra, Statistics) 

� Legal Research 

� Courses in Law with too narrow a focus or do 

not relate to people (Animal Law) 

 


