MANY HAVE OBSERVED THE TREND OF YOUNG PEOPLE LEAVING
THE CHURCH, IF NOT THEIR FAITH ALTOGETHER. AS PASTORS,
PARENTS, AND TEACHERS, PRIME IS OUR RESPONSE TO THE TRENDS
SEEN IN THE FOLLOWING RESEARCH.

RESEARCH REGARDING FAITH

“If teenagers lack an articulate faith, it may be because the faith we show them is too
spineless to merit much in the way of conversation.”

Kenda Creasy Dean, Almost Christian: What the Faith of Our Teenagers is Telling the American Church

“The percentage of adults (ages 18 and older) who describe themselves as Christians has
dropped by nearly eight percentage points in just seven years, from 78.4% in 2007 to
70.6% in 2014. Over the same period, the percentage of Americans who are religiously
unaffiliated - describing themselves as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular” - has
jumped more than six points, from 16.1% to 22.8%.”

Pew Research Center (2015)

The percentage of Gen Z that identifies as atheist is doubl/e than that of the U.S. adult
population.

Barna Study (2016)

More than one-third of Gen Z (37%) believes it is not possible to know for sure if God is
real. More than half of all Americans, both teens (58%) and adults (62%), agree with the
statement “Many religions can lead to eternal life; there is no ‘one true religion.”” More
than half of Gen Z says church involvement is either “not too” (27%) or “not at all”
important (27%). Only one in five says attending church is “very important” to them
(20%), the least popular of the four options.

Barna Study (2016)

Two thirds (63%) of teenage Christians don’t believe that Jesus is the Son of the one true
God. 51% don’t believe that Jesus rose from the dead. 68% don’t believe that the Holy
Spirit is a real entity. Only 33% of churched youth have said that the church will play a part
in their lives when they leave home.

Josh McDowell, David H. Bellis, The Last Christian Generation
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Only 10% of Christian twenty-somethings (18-29 years old) have a resilient faith (defined
as Christians who engage with their church, trust the Bible, believe in the sacrificial work
of the cross, and express desire to transform society as a result of their faith)

Barna Study (2019)

RESEARCH REGARDING CHURCH

While 69% say they were attending church at age 17, that number fell to 58% by age 18
and 40% at age 19. Once they reach their 20s, around 1in 3 say they were attending
church regularly.

LifeWay Research and Ministry Development (2017)

52% of college students reported frequent church attendance the year before they
entered college but only 29% continued frequent church attendance by their junior year.

Higher Education Research Institute, University of California (2010)

Two-thirds (66 percent) of American young adults who attended a Protestant church
regularly for at least a year as a teenager say they also dropped out for at least a year
between the ages of 18 and 22.

LifeWay Research (2017)

WHAT MATTERS TO GENERATION Z
According to a Barna Study (2016-2018)

Inability to reconcile the Issue of Suffering and a sovereign God who is good

View the Bible as un-credible

See no co-operation between science and the Bible

No sense of absolute truth and continuously shifting sense of morality

See no value in the role of the church

Biggest cultural and political issues: sexuality, immigration and refugees and poverty
Don’t want to offend or hurt anyone with their beliefs and opinions

PRIME IS OUR RESPONSE

PRIME HELPS YOUNG PEOPLE INTEGRATE FAITH INTO THEIR EVERYDAY
LIFE - LAYING THE FOUNDATION OF WHAT THEY BELIEVE (DOCTRINE),
THE WAY THEY SEE LIFE (WORLDVIEW) AND HOW THEY LIVE THESE
THINGS OUT (DISCIPLESHIP). PRIME AIMS TO EDUCATE AND EQUIP
STUDENTS AS THEY STEP INTO ADULTHOOD IN A PRIMARILY POST-
CHRISTIAN CONTEXT.
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